STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION

Minutes
February 16, 2010
I. Call to Order—9:38PM
II. Constituent Time

III. Faculty Advisor Report—Dean Alsup 

IV. Graduating Class Officers Report

a. Update—Brian Davis & Senator Lachman
i. Met with Dean Alsup/Sally Rice

ii. Scholarship from graduating class is still on the table

iii. Nomination letter sent out, so if you have ideas for student speaker, student performer for anthem, and faculty speaker 

iv. Will still be doing paint the rock the night before graduation 

v. Holding after reception on grass behind the rock next to the Aud—can’t be done at law school because of numbers

vi. Working on handicap parking and parking in general 

vii. Two graduating class info sessions with respect to all the above/to give info to 3Ls to provide to their parents 
V. SBA Liaison Reports

a. COGS—Senator Lachman & Senator Petkus

i. Endowment

1. $125,000 from COGS to Grad School

2. $5k from COGS and matched with $5k from Grad School

3. For leaders at MSU

4. Different than others because it is open to law students as well

5. Will be available for next year 

ii. Jorge Cham (Feb. 19th)
1. Cartoonist

2. Will be speaking about grad school, pressures, etc.
iii. Graduate Academic Conference (March 26th)
1. Please submit your research

iv. Bowling (March 27th)

v. Lansing Lugnuts (April 7th) 
vi. COGS Meeting (February 17th)

1. Will be tomorrow in the Natural Resources building on Wilson tomorrow

vii. Constitutional Review

1. Has final draft and constitutional amendments that will be introduced at the meeting on 2/17
b. LLM Program—Senator Schmidt

i. Mentoring Program
ii. Will have the most LLM students—25 students 

iii. Was hoping to get a new position on SBA for a LLM student or develop a LLM student organization that is funded by the SBA 

iv. Since most students are here for only a year, they generally don’t get to join groups
VI. Executive Board Remarks

a. President Sheneman

i. Board of Trustees Meeting
1. Meeting w/ BoT tomorrow w/ Megan Hard (Law Review EIC)

2. Will be raising issue as to whether it’s just SBA President and Law Review EIC; would like to try to get an elected student position on the Board

3. Just appointed new Trustee to the Board
ii. Admissions Update
1. Application numbers are up 32%--approx. 3k 

2. LSAT and GPA numbers are up 

3. Number one giving scholarships to 1Ls—56% of  tuition funded by scholarships 
iii. SBA Scholarship Initiation
1. Would like to start scholarship effective fall 2010

2. Want to be able to help future students

3. $1k presently, but would like it to grow

4. Leadership and service would be basis of scholarship, not academics 

5. Don’t want it to be an SBA scholarship, so looking to develop committee of outside students, faculty, and staff. 

6. Funds will be solely from SBA fundraising, not funds received from the school 

iv. Scheduling Assistance Event w/ Profs
1. Approached by Prof. Jacobs for 1Ls to assist with scheduling their 2L year

2. Free lunch and receive advice from professors on what classes to take 2L and 3L years 

3. In the work and will correlate with the SRE Committee

v. Freeman Scholarship Recipient

1. Al’A Wafa (3L) received the scholarship 
b. Vice President Fletcher 

i. Big 10 Law School Conference
1. Visit to UMich and they are on board for having a Big 10 Law Conference to especially focus on scholarship funding, networking, and career development

ii. Alumni Association Board

1. They are on board for coming to Mingling with the Profs 

2. Funding with Board of Trustees—would like to develop closer fiscal ties with the BoT

3. Supplied $1k to Alternative Spring Break 
iii. State Bar of Michigan
1. Wen to ABA 6th Circuit Meeting—only MSU and Cooley were represented

iv. Ad hoc Committee re: BoT Student Position—Senator Johnson & Senator Petkus

1. Bill 118-05

a. Getting student liaison on BoT

b. Would like student elected during Fall SBA elections 

c. Would first solicit nominations and select three people, who would then be voted upon by student body

d. Would have student be persistent and try to attend meetings 

2. Anyone can feel free to join this committee to help with this endeavor, just contact Senator Petkus or Senator Johnson 
c. Finance Director Rogers

i. Received back student org funding forms 

ii. Will be contacting orgs who didn’t comply, so there won’t be as many issues with these requests 

iii. Will be meeting with Rick Lameti soon to discuss next school year’s funding 

1. Will be requesting $56k for 2010-2011 school year 

iv. $736/org is the average this year for funding 

v. Will try to look for extra money to develop Big 10 Law School Conference, other outreach events 

d. Communications Director Forshey

i. Catering for Elections

VII. Committee Reports

a. Community Affairs—Senator Barry

i. Ambulance Chase 5k—March 21st, 1pm
1. Fliers w/ entry form on back—please pass them out!

2. Website on flier is now up-and-runnning

3. Can use website to register 

4. Will be looking for volunteers on 3/21 from 11am-3pm—can be SBA or non-SBA volunteers

5. Will have food available at event
ii. Boys & Girls Club Volunteering
1. March 25th, 26th, and 27th (Thurs – Sat)

2. Will set-up table times March 1st, 2nd, 3rd to get message out about this volunteering opportunity 

3. Can sign students up for time slots 

4. Will be looking to get a bus for everyone to go down to the center in downtown Lansing

5. Event would encompass helping with the different events—not set in stone yet, though

6. K-12 students 

7. All volunteers have to complete a waiver form/background check—important for table times so volunteers can sign them ahead of time 

iii. Blood Drive Recap

1. We raised 23 pints of blood!

2. Not as successful as last because of snowstorm, though
b. Networking & Professional Development—Senator Mirafzali

i. Mingling with the Profs II 
1. Tentative date is Thursday, March 25th from 4:30-6:30

2. Met with Dean Spoon and Career Services is really excited to help

a. Will be making phone calls to local alums, lawyers, etc. 

3. Really focusing on allowing us to network with the community as well as the law community 

4. Dean Alsup and Howarth both encouraged faculty to attend 

5. Looking into getting a speaker to come
c. Barrister’s Ball—Community Affairs Director Moon
i. 93 tickets sold so far

ii. Professors confirmed:  Dean Howarth, and Professors Jacobs, Brown, Darden, Francis

iii. Assuming Deans Spoon and Alsup will also be there 

iv. Hotel rooms are available—just say you’re from MSU Law and you’ll get the $90 rate

v. Silent Auction Items


1. Dinner for 2 at the State Room 

2. Senator Schmidt hopefully getting basketballs signed by Izzo 

vi. Will be adding more table times for next week to sell more tickets—please sign-up on TWEN 

vii. 1Ls need to be making announcements in their classes and those 2Ls/3Ls in large classes make announcements as well AND write on the board! 

viii. Keynote speaker—DCL Alum Mike Bishop—current senate majority leader and running for Michigan AG

d. Student Relations & Events Committee—Senator Patel 

i. Student Survey
1. SRE developed survey (passed around at mtg) based upon answers received from general board in December

2. Would like assistance from SBA Senators to help pass out in their classes  
VIII. Old Business

IX. New Business

a. Bill 118-04
i. Codifying the absence policy, adding notification process at certain amount of absences, adding appeals process, etc.

b. Nominations 

i. Must accept or decline a nomination via email by 5pm on Thurs. Feb. 25th 

ii. Elections on 3pm on Sunday Feb. 28th 

iii. 5 minutes for each speech 

iv. President

1. Fletcher 

v. Vice President

1. Forshey 

2. Schmidt 

3. Johnson 

4. Griggs 

5. Hakari 

vi. Finance 

1. Griggs 

2. Murray

3. Breen

vii. Community Affairs 

1. Johnson

2. Haelewyn 

3. Floyd

4. Shkreli 

5. Esson 

6. Schmidt 

7. Dixon

8. Forshey

viii. Communications Director 

1. Forshey 

2. Gabbara 

3. Johnson 

4. Haelewyn 

5. Shkreli 

6. Dixon 

X. Announcements

a. Fundraising Ideas—Senator Schmidt 
b. Check announcements for details about a faculty sponsored speaker

c. Coffee in the Library is now moved to Thursdays
XI. Adjourn—11:23PM 

Not Present:

Senator Sabio

Senator Hill 
IMPORTANT DATES:

February 27th—Barrister’s Ball 

February 28th, 3pm—SBA Elections 

BIRTHDAYS: 

February 17th—Senator Shkreli

February 23rd—Senator Elkins   

