STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION

Minutes
March 16, 2010
I. Call to Order – 9:32 p.m.
II. New Business

III. Constituent Time

IV. Faculty Advisor Report
V. Graduating Class Officers Report – Senator Lachman & Brian Davis

a. Update

i. Tomorrow at 2pm, gift event kick-off, e-mail sent out explaining class gift (scholarship) – committee will be selecting recipient

b. Pictures – Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

i. Composite pictures

ii. Gown purchasing starts tomorrow, Spartan spirit

c. Allocating $100 for supplies for rock (new business) out of general fund

i. Want to start a new tradition on College of Law Commencement at Rock

ii. $100 allocated for future graduating classes – they have a specific line item budget of 1,000 – this years did not. They had to request money.
VI. SBA Liaison Reports

a. COGS – Senator Lachman & Senator Petkus
i. Elections Tomorrow

1. Castle board room at 5:30, food will be provided

ii. Graduate Academic Conference

1. March 26 (Friday) – e-mail sent to Dean Howarth for Faculty Judges

iii. Tax Referendum

1. Every three years they have to be approved, last week in March through the first week in April

2. Lachman will put a blurb in daily announcements – vote to keep it, and there is a spot for a raise in the tax referendum.

a. It’s important for law students.

VII. Executive Board Remarks

a. President Fletcher
i. Committee Chair meeting with E-Board (in SBA Office)
1. Next Tuesday at 8:30, wants to go through all events that SBA holds – and wants to see if it’s the most effective use of funds

ii. Constitutional Revision

1. Revoked amendment that was put forth – no point in making a bit-part revision, and there is going to be a full reform in two weeks presented

iii. Alumni Association Board

1. Alumni scholarship and where profits go – either endowment or expendable funds – want to increase student scholarships

iv. Alumni Tailgate

1. October 16 – Illinois game

v. Carlota’s Replacement

1. E-mail --- about candidates, Monday March 22 at noon, Wednesday at Noon, and Thursday at 1:30

2. Encouraged to go

b. Vice President Forshey 

i. Distinguished Students & Faculty Awards

1. Yearly awards – solicit nominations for school role models and staff.

2. Way that it’s been structured hasn’t been done properly in the past (for example, adjunct, clinical, etc. professors)

3. Supposed to be in April

ii. ABA Awards

1. SBA, SBA President, Diversity, etc. awards (ask Melissa about each of them)

c. Finance Director Griggs 

i. Budget Meeting on March 5th
1. Rick Lameti, Alsup

a. Went well, pretty receptive to proposals

b. Asked for 50,600 – increase of almost 6,000 from last years budget. No definitive answer – supposed to be made by the end of April.

ii. Surplus – about 16,500 budget leftover. Over 8,000 in general fund, 16+ in ABA, etc. (
1. Finals break room – wants to get brought back

a. Cut last year – Budget cuts.

2. Elkins – possibly a 3L event – probably through the GCO group. Submit a proposal. Make it into an official budget item. Different 1L, 2L, or 3L events.

d. Community Affairs Director Johnson
i. Contact Info, Committee Assignments – will be updated later tonight on TWEN

ii. Joe at Information Desk – let everyone know – it’s busy and it’s spring – request tables early b/c otherwise might not get them

iii. Diversity Month is April

1. Movies and Munchies – if your groups or committees want to do this, want money or need it, talk to Mary Ferguson (funded by her office)
a. If you have ideas, speaker ideas, movie ideas, etc.

b. SBA might be able to sponsor one of those.

iv. Committee Meeting – send Johnson thoughts, feedback, any sort of information – process and content of what you did.

VIII. Res Ipsa—Editor-in-Chief Forshey

IX. Committee Reports

a. Networking & Professional Development—Senator Mirafzali

i. Connecting with the Lawyers

1. Name of event has been changed

2. Date has been changed: April 15, 2010 from 4:30 – 6:30 (night of Lugnuts event – which is at 7:00)

a. Looking to get Sparty there

b. Student Relations & Events Committee – Senator Patel

i. SBA Survey results

1. Communication Issue – need to communicate more effectively to the whole general student body.

a. Come up with new events that aren’t bar related – there’s a number of ideas on the survey sheet of stuff that we can do.

2. Survey Monkey – got over 200 results 2 years ago. Maybe get a control group.

ii. 1L class scheduling event

1. Early to mid-April, as things develop Senator Patel will let us know.

2. Scheduling is after finals, class schedule will come out within the next few weeks.

3. Professor Jacobs – idea to help present 1Ls to schedule for second year and beyond. Structured to assist present 1Ls. Want to proceed with having these events mid-April.

4. Any ideas let Senator Patel know, solicit thoughts from 2 and 3Ls as well as what 1Ls are expecting.

c. Community Service – Senator Barry

i. 5K Ambulance Chase

1. Sunday at 1:00pm. To walk it’s about an hour and fifty minutes. Hopefully everything will be over by 3pm. Volunteers need to arrive at noon. You can register up to the last day of the event. There will hopefully be enough T-shirts. It will be an additional $5 charge. 

2. There is flooding – so route might need to be re-vamped.

3. Ask friends to volunteer – all you have to do is stand and direct people.

4. If it rains – it will still be held.

ii. Boys & Girls Club

1. Times changed – 5-9 on Thursday and Friday, 12-3 on Saturday. About 30 people signed up. Applications will be sent in next week. Looking into getting buses since there is extra money in the budget.

2. Table times this week – Make sure the entire table is taken down and put back up – don’t leave table there.

d. Fundraising Committee Chair – Senator Studer (??)

i. Kiss the Pig event

1. Table times downstairs. Faculty, etc – people with most money put forth will have to kiss a pig on the front steps.

2. Prize/Incentive for $50 gift card to restaurant of their choosing.

3. Senator Phipps – called Swine Barn – they’ve done this in the past. There’s only a small time window – they get baby pigs. They can only be away from the mother for an hour.

4. Senator Moon – nominate students. Think about having nominations open to SBA, whole student population might be too much.

5. Senator Patel – maybe one for students, and one for professors

ii. Michigan State College of Law, Class of 20__

1. Met with Graduating Class Officer for sweatshirt sales – proceeds goes to graduating class.

X. Old Business

XI. New Business 

a. Ad Hoc Committee

i. Senator Breen, Director Johnson, Senator Petkus – please approach if you have any suggestions, if you want to help out, etc.

ii. Another meeting after Briefs are due for 1Ls – research for what other schools have and how it works for them.

b. Annually SBA Function – Senator Moon

i. To get a function going this year – great chance to get all together.

c. Break Room Stuff

i. Get places to donate food for break room. Let her know, and if anyone is willing to call places and etc.

d. COGS Executive Liaison or anything else – talk to Senator Lachman or Senator Petkus

e. Class Gift – extra money split three ways to help start funds for each class.

XII. Announcements 

a. Iranian new year this weekend – Senator Mirafzali

XIII. Adjourn

IMPORTANT DATES:

March 30th —SBA General Board Meeting; 9:30pm, Castle Board Room

BIRTHDAYS: 

March 17th – Alissa Graffius

March 19th – Roman Hill

March 22nd – Adam Schlusler

March 28th – Heather Studer

March 29th – Emily Barry

ABSENT – Esson, Beckneck, Henning, Field, Petkus
