STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION AGENDA
October 5th, 2010
I. Call to Order – 8:36 PM
II. Curriculum Committee – Professor Favre

· To discuss potential changes in the 1L curriculum
· No changes in the past 10-12 years; 6 faculty members have come up with a proposal that they will bring up to the faculty end of October.
· Enhanced Orientation: increase to cover more about organization, basic vocabulary, different courts, etc.

· Get rid of 6 hour credit courses; enhance the 1L schedule with the following recommendations:

· First semester example – (4 Cr Hr) Torts – (4 Cr Hr) Civil Procedure – (4 Cr Hr) Contracts – (2 Cr Hr) RWA, and add in a class: (1 Cr Hr) Lawyers and Ethics. This would address what is ethics, what is good, etc. Then you would not continue any classes over into the second semester. 

· Second Semester Example – (4 Cr Hr) Property, (3 Cr Hr) Criminal Law, (2 Cr Hr) Constitutional Law, (2 Cr Hr) RWA, and add in a class: (2 Cr Hr) Contract Negotiations. Also – want to put in a (1 Cr Hr) on Regulatory State. The dynamics of it, how you think about it, etc.  
· The Contract Negotiation Course wouldn’t necessarily be taught by a Contracts Professor, but it will give exposure to negotiation within the law.

· This would also satisfy as a Skills Course.

III. Constituent time
· Triangle Bar & Diversity Services:

· Gay Pride Month – doing things differently than in the past

· Trying to get rid of Military Recruiting; anything that has to do with discrimination with the school

· ____DAY: in response to recruiting dates in October, give consideration and awareness to the community by promoting things on different days – 7th, 11th, and 15th of October
· National Coming Out Day – October 11th
· In Castle Board Room, lunch will be provided. Support stories, videos, speakers throughout the day. 

· To wear the pin on Monday to help support the community.

· JAG OCI Dates – October 1st, 7th, and 15th. 
IV. Faculty Advisor Report – dean alsup & Caroline Kingston

V. SBA Liaison Reports
· COGS Meeting Tomorrow at 5:30

· Meeting with Murdey to discuss funding

VI. Executive Board Remarks 

· President Fletcher
· MBA Student Senate President Meeting, Scott Smith
· In favor of doing events with other grad schools

· Food Fight Event in November – community service event for Mid-Michigan Food Bank; interested in having SBA co-sponsor
· Public Interest Law
· Meeting with Ocatvio Duran and Tim Gatza

· Talked about Public Interest Scholarships and Stipends

· Planning an event in March to start fundraising for that

· Collaboration with SBA to get some revenue-raising

· Student Organization Meeting: No intention to portray that extra funds will be put towards this idea of the Public Interest Scholarship Fund.

· In addition, discussion about honors for grads who were involved in public service, SBA turned down graduation honors last year.

· If the discussion brings up again – the history of this will be discussed
· Vice President Forshey
· Office of Admissions
· Overview for incoming 2010 Class

· Selectivity went from 43% to 35%

· Median GPA rose

· Also, this makes us in the same rankings as DePaul was in 2009

· Larger Applicant Pool

· The people who apply to us – generally apply to a bunch of other schools that are in the top 100 – which looks really good for us in terms of our rankings

· Dean Roboski: Wants feedback on how to get most students to want to come here.
· Absence Excuses
· Attendance Information goes to Vice-President
· Finance – Director Griggs
· Coffee Wednesday Supplies
· Allocate $500 to the purpose; initial request was for $850

· $200 for brewers and pots

· $300 for other supplies
· Community Affairs – Director Johnson
· Committee Expectations
· Individuals
· Expected to do committee work
· The effectiveness of the meetings really impact everything within SBA
· 2 Meetings/Month is what is expected
· If you’re going to be late or absence; notify committee chair or Vice-President Forshey
· Teams
· Community Building; want to focus and think about ways to build community building within Student Organizations, the Law College, and the University.
· Student Organizations
· Law College
· University
· Conference Room Sign-Up Sheet – new one will be created.
· Process & Guidelines
· SBA Committees have priority to use that space
· Other Student Orgs have ability to use that
· They have priority over individuals studying
· E-mail Director Johnson for reserving room times
· Communications – Director Haelewyn
· Mini-Bios from everyone!
· Name Tags: Need to make for
· Heather Johnson
· Eric Griggs
· Jennifer Stallings
· Meeting times have changed – at bottom of agenda
VII. Committee Reports

· Community Service – Senator Stallings
· One Blood Drive in the fall
· Harvest Week – Mid-November – Mid-Michigan Food Bank
· Charity Basketball Game with Cooley; try to fit that in the fall schedule. Any suggestions for charity donations let Senator Stallings know.
· Possibly expand scope of basketball game to Wayne State
· Boys & Girls Club Volunteer Project
· Student Programming and Support – Senator Krogman
· Coffee Wednesday
· Improving Coffee Wednesday, working on getting food donations for Coffee Wednesdays
· Breast Cancer Awareness Walk
· October 23rd, 11AM – Downtown Lansing, Free to sign-up. Sign up with law school team or make your own team or whatever.

· Shirts and Totes for sale -- $20 for Long-Sleeved Shirts, $15 for Totes, $1 Bracelets
· SBA T-Shirts
· 4 Shirt Colors: Green, Black, Royal Blue, Cranberry Red

· Around $12/shirt

· Halloween Event

· Club Rush – basement on Friday (10/29)

· Pre-Sale Wristbands for $5

· Up to 400 we can sell the week before Halloween
· Possible Hayride Event
· Andy T’s – Hayride Events

· 1 or 2 Nights – you can sign up here at the law school and pay for your ticket

· Price pays for transportation and food

· There is a hayride and a haunted hayride
· Special Events – Senator Floyd
· Committee met last week
· Mingling with the Profs
· Used Book Sale
· Barrister’s – Senator Dixon
· Looking at a number of different venues
· Fundraising – Senator Breen
· Library donated a bunch of old books
· SBA will sell them for 100% profit
· Trying to get SBA mugs – in which a coffee place will refill for $1
· Networking & Professional Development – Senator Petkus
· Mingling with the Profs – meeting with Dublin and possibly Enzo
· Interested in focusing on 1L professors
· General Invitation to all Professors; then speaking with individual professors
· Shooting for October 28th (Thursday).
· Ad-Hoc: Internal Affairs – Senator Petkus
· Met and discussed various issues; proposed language changes, etc. 
VIII. Old Business

· Finance Committee Recommendation on Student Organization Disbursements
· Finance Committee met to discuss how to move forward on subsequent student organization disbursements

· Last meeting – proposed flag amount of $1,500 – so if Finance Committee approved that then they would have to present that to the general board

· It was decided that $1,500 seemed to be the reasonable flag amount – agreed upon by entire Finance Committee

· Finance Committee Recommends: Give a report to General Board, explain the request & what the presented. Then open it up to discussion among the general board. 

· Finance Committee created a rubric for requests and internal standards by which they will evaluate requests. 

· Discussion:

· Is same rubric applied for SBA events & How does the rubric apply to general fund – to be discussed at next Finance meeting
· Eastern Michigan – Flag Amount is $1,000 – then it goes to SBA to vote on

· Finance Committee – decided on how to move forward with this issue

· What recommendation they would give
· Developed a rubric

· Flag amount was accepted at $1500

· Add in to the rubric – how much has previously been allocated

· How are you going to prevent this from a first-come first-serve problem

· Requests can be submitted at any time

· At the end of the year – disbursement of funds

· In the past – there has always been a surplus in funds

· Each individual committee has the say over venues, events -- and so finance committee should have that decision as well

· Motion to table discussion; denied
· Motion to close speakers list; approved by 23; opposed by 4; abstained by 4
· Question of Clarification:

· How many times will this potentially be brought to the board

· No history of this process; not applicable

· The finance committee – in the constitution – says finance committee can disburse funds as they see fit
· There needs to be trust in the committees

· Committee Meetings are open to everyone; anyone can attend

· We need more research on this process instead of making a decision blindly

· Recommendation on allocation of funds for criteria that has previously been set out; and if there are major objections than finance committee will probably take that into consideration – we should trust them to do that

· What’s going to happen with meetings? Are we going to have emergency meetings in regards to finance funds?

· Regardless of interpretation of proposal and amendment; if there is no vote – then this is another step that Finance will have to take. We already know their guidelines for other groups; so it’s just a larger funding request.

· Point: Student orgs will find out about the flag amount and request slightly lower than that

· More than $10,000 is swept back every year, and this is a new process – completely transparent. Checks and balances are in place with Office of Student Affairs and Accounting Office. 

· Recommend to have a very transparent process and to let this process breathe

· More eyes on the finance decisions the better.
· Amendments need to be more clear.

· Vote to Accept Finance Report:
· Approved- 20

· Opposed – 10

· Abstain – 2

· Report Accepted

· Approval of Liaison Appointments

· Faculty Curriculum Committee - Ellen Durkee
· Faculty Academic Standards Committee - Heather Smilde
· Faculty Programming Committee - Bryan Genrich
· Library Liaison - Paul Shkreli 
· L.L.M Program - Gopal Lamichhane
· Oakland County Bar Association - Stephen Cooley 
IX. New Business

· LLM Student Representation – Constitutional Amendment – to be voted on at the next meeting
· Proposal for LLM students to elect their own LLM Representative

· They can run for other positions as well

· The LLM program is expanding – 70 students as of the spring semester

· LLM Position to be filled if this constitutional amendment is accepted
· Library Issues
· Private law college on the campus – we lease it. Regardless of the signs, undergraduates are allowed on any floor

· Once final exams come about – library lock-down
X. Announcements
· Rumor that next year there will be charges for paper usage.

· Time changes for the meeting; easier if there was consistency.

· Vote – current meeting time stands

· Senator Murray – Removable Car Decals

· Domestic Violence Awareness Week

· Any parking issues – bring to Senator Hakari
XI. Adjourn – 10:28PM
IMPORTANT DATES:

SBA General Board Meeting – October 19th @ 9:00 PM
SBA General Board Meeting – November 2nd @ 8:00 PM

SBA General Board Meeting – November 16th @ 9:00 PM

SBA General Board Meeting – November 30th @ 8:00 PM
BIRTHDAYS:

Tom Morse – October 18th 
