STUDENT BAR ASSOCIATION

Minutes
October 20, 2009

I. Call to Order

a. Approve Minutes

b. Approve agenda

c. Attendance – Senator Struder and Director Forshey are absent

II. Constituent Time

a. Graduating Class Officer Reports—Brian Davis, Scott Lachman, Jason Blevins  

i. A proposal was made regarding the graduating class gift by the administration to establish a Legacy Fund – Scholarship program funded by class donations
ii. Would set a precedent for future class gifts to follow
iii. The Dean’s alma matter puts scholarship awards in alumni newsletter by class year

iv. The suggestion was not presented well, but is being considered to help improve school ranking which was the intent of the suggestion to begin with
v. President Sheneman stated that while this is the decision of the class officers the SBA should be providing them input as to the opinion of the student body
vi. Question on who would decide how scholarships are granted in the future

1. Class could set parameters but the school would award them in the future

vii. Question if the class gift is a perpetual request from the alumni office
1. the logistics are unknown, but typically in the form of a pledge for fixed years
viii. Question if future classes would contribute to the same fund

1. Deans intent would be that all money is combine in one fund and equal scholarships are awarded under each classes name

ix. Question if future classes are being locked into the same setup

1. Not clear, but other suggestions were made by the administration. However the ideal to make this work is that all future classes would follow suit

x. Question if these scholarships would replace school funded scholarships in future, can we guarantee a net gain?
1.   Not clear, but goal is to increase scholarships
xi. Question would the scholarship be called a legacy fund scholarship and what is the difference with an alumni scholarship
1. No firm name is set, and not clear on how they would differ

xii. Question if this is only a scholarship fund, or a discretionary fund like other large schools are doing where the class would vote on what to with proceeds donated by their class.
1. Nothing is set in stone, but these are feasible ideas

xiii. Question on who would manage the fund, the university or alumni office

1. Likely managed by the school
xiv. Question if we might have a plaque that indicates which classes have participated

1. It is an idea under consideration

xv. Question if the class officers feel pressured to accept this idea from the school

1. The officers are still evaluating the potential of the idea

xvi.  Question if we could give a physical gift and start a donation fund
1. The administration wants to move away from physical gifts

xvii. Question if this proposal would continue in the future if the administration changes

1. if it starts out strong it is likely to continue
xviii. Question if the solicitation would only be for 3L or also including 1L and 2L

1. No- only 3Ls for this year 

xix. Comment was made: If the administration actually declined a physical gift as suggested, then students would be upset and not contribute as alumni.
b. Mohammad Ramadan from Diversity Consortium

i. Promoting spoken word event Oct 23 at Gone Wire Café, Michigan Ave

ii. Including greater Lansing community not just the law school

III. Faculty Advisor Report—Dean Alsup & Associate Director of Student Affairs Toledo

a. Not Present

IV. Executive Board Remarks

a. President Sheneman

i. Introducing Proposals to SBA – Please submit them in writing to the e-board if possible so that we can research the issue and not waste time at the board meetings
b. Finance Director Murray

i. Campus Housing Issue—Move-in Dates & Fines 

1. Inquired if this was still an issue, most thought it was

2. suggested that SBA ask the administration to address the issue

3. Also a suggestion that we see if University housing can provide temporary living places for students who cannot move into off campus apartments because leases are geared to start with MSU schedule  a week after law
ii. Finance Committee Update

1. Fundraising for SBA

a. Used Book & Study Aid Sale will take place in Nov and Mar
i. Library and faculty to donate books

ii. Table times to be announced to sell books on 2 days

b. Soliciting Sponsors for Snacks on Coffee Wednesdays 

i. Announcement is going out seeking sponsors

ii. Student orgs must use fundraising money and not SBA budgets to pay for this if they want to promote their org

2. Student Org Funding Appeals Update
a. A recommendation will be proposed under new business below

c. Communications Director Forshey (Read written report into the minutes)
i. New Website Launch for www.msusba.com
ii. Please Submit Pictures from Events

iii. Table Times Requirement Reminder 

V. Res Ipsa—Editor in Chief Forshey (Read written report into the minutes)
a. Topics for November Publication due TODAY

b. Articles are due Oct 30 by 5pm, no exceptions.

c. If you cannot get it done, please notify Melissa ASAP and don’t just fail to turn in as this affects the layout and production process for the paper.

VI. SBA Liaison Reports

a. COGS Representatives—Scott Lachman/Senator Petkus

1. Olin Health Center Recommendation & Survey

a. COGS to survey grad students for concerns

b. Administrator for health insurance program is recommending the move of Olin health center

c. Potential for multiple locations, but prescriptions stay at Olin

2. Spring Funding Deadlines

a. COGS deadline for Conference Grants Due Jan 15, 2010

b. Deadline for student org events are due Dec 30, 2009

c. Several orgs at Law school did receive cogs funds in fall 2009

i. Animal Legal Defense Fund, and Hispanic Law Society

3. Graduate Academic Conference 

a. Opportunity for student to present any research

b. March or April date TBA


VII. Faculty Committee Reports

a. Curriculum—Senator Mirafzali 

i. 1L Courses

1. Met with Prof Faber to discuss review of 1L courses by comparing what other law schools are doing. This will be a year long project.

b. Academic Standards—Jason Blevins 

i. Change in 1L Grading Curve

1. Changes being approved from 25%/30%/45% to 25%/35%/35%
ii. Change in Seminar Grading Curve

1. Changes being 60%=A to 70%=A

iii. Change in LLM Grading System

1. Now LLM count in JD curve, proposal to remove LLM from JD curve

iv. Parity Among Externship Credit Experiences 

1. Proposal to up credits to 9 allowed for externships, because CA program has 9 now, while others are limited to 6 externship credits
2. blevin11@msu.edu with any questions

c. Library—Director Murray/Senator Shkreli 

i. Update on Library Issues – Gave Summary of restricted Library Access policy
ii. Please bring any issues about the library to Senator Shkreli or Director Murray
d. Ingham County Bar Association—Jason Murdey

i. ICBA Update 

1. Attended last Bar Association Meeting
2. Potential to hold a Bar meeting at MSU in the spring
3. Event in the spring “take the law to the people” and give free advice, and they may want student volunteers to work with them

4. Next event is Horn of Plenty around Thanksgiving, details to follow
5. Role of liaison is to share information between SBA and Bar association

VIII. Committee Reports

a. Community Affairs—Senator Barry & Senator Spector

i. Basketball Charity Game

1. Contact with Cooley is working hard, 

2. Get into Harpers free after event with law ID
3. Fri Nov 6th 6-8pm at Court One on Lake Lansing
4. running silent auction to raise money

5. possible items to be signed by Tom Izzo 

ii. Blood Drive is this coming Monday, Oct 26th
1. Please be here on time for your table times, registration and recovery

2. will have bagels 
b. Events—Senator Satayaviboon 

i. Halloween Party 

1. Facebook event is online
2. Bracelet Sales Start Thursday this week, remind your classes
3. Costume contest with prizes

c. Networking & Professional Development—Senator Mirafzali 

i. Meeting with Administrators today to talk about NPD events
ii. Dean is looking to make sure student act professionally at all times
iii. Feedback on next event on Nov 12 at Dublins

iv. Reminder that tomorrow is Coffee weds 
d. Fundraising 

i. SBA raised $1455 at date auction last week for MSU Safe Place
IX. Old Business - None
X. New Business 

a. Graduation Cords issue was raised by Administration and they have asked SBA for an opinion if they should be pursued

i. No Cords, the current system

ii. Cords, based on honors system

iii. Cords, based on Student Activities

iv. Issue was tabled until next meeting

v. Open forum for feedback

b. Alumni Mentor Program wants student feedback
i. Send any feedback to Neda.mirafzali@gmail.com
c. 4th Amendment Event at Cooley—Senator Patel 

i. 1st Amend discussion, about political contributions affecting free speech

ii. Lansing Mayor is using private or public money to monitor video of community and Cooley group is looking for students or orgs interested in addressing issue
d. Approve funding for 2 orgs that were originally denied for missing the org fair
i. Finance Committee proposed to approve 50% of what would have been approved based on original requests, so that entire org is not penalized because of failure of leadership to staff a table at the org fair
ii. Decision based on review of appeal letters, which were not exculpatory but which made the point that orgs were severely handicapped without funding

iii. Long discussion of pros and cons of approving funding, and the amount
iv. Questioned if board could approve another amount. No it is an up or down vote based on the recommendation of committee just like original process
v. Voted to approve $225 for Public Interest Law and $375 for Trial Advocacy 

vi. Approved with majority vote of 30 yea, and 4 opposed.

vii. Discussion of how to avoid this problem in the future. The Finance Committee will ask the Office of Student Affairs to remind the orgs next year of the requirement and reply in advance if they cannot make it, then if Carlota validates excuse the SBA won’t have to enforce. Without an excused absence enforcement will still be based on finance committee evaluation of the situation.
e. Announcements
1. Library coffee hour is Weds from 4:00-5:00pm
XI. Adjourned at 11:50pm.
IMPORTANT DATES:

October 26th—Blood Drive

October 30th—SBA Halloween Party, Club Rush, 9:30pm

October 30th—November Res Ipsa Articles due by 5:00pm

November 3rd—SBA General Board Meeting, 9:30pm
